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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 

Although not required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City of Perris has 
prepared the following responses to substantive environmental comments received on the Acacia 
Pointe Residential Project Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). The Responses 
to Comments and Errata, which are included in this document, together with the Draft Initial 
Study/MND, Draft Initial Study/MND appendices, and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program, comprise the Final Initial Study/MND for use by the City of Perris in its review and 
consideration of the Acacia Pointe Residential Project. All public comments regarding the Draft Initial 
Study/MND are included for consideration by the City.  

This document is organized into three sections:  

• Section 1—Introduction. Provides an introduction to the Final Initial Study/MND 

• Section 2—Responses to Written Comments: Provides a list of the agencies, organizations, 
and individuals who commented on the Draft Initial Study/MND. Copies of all of the letters 
received regarding the Draft Initial Study/MND and responses thereto are included in this 
section. 

• Section 3—Errata: Includes an addendum listing refinements and clarifications on the Draft 
Initial Study/MND, which have been incorporated. 

 
The Final IS/MND includes the following contents: 

• Draft Initial Study/MND (provided under separate cover) 
• Draft Initial Study/MND appendices (provided under separate cover) 
• Responses to Written Comments and Errata (Sections 2 and 3 of this Final Initial Study/MND) 
• Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (provided under separate cover) 

 
Furthermore, an updated Transportation Impact Analysis is included in Appendix A of the Final Initial 
Study/MND. This is a clarification of an inadvertent error that does not constitute new information 
or change to the significance findings in the Draft Initial Study/MND. 
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SECTION 2: RESPONSES TO WRITTEN COMMENTS 

2.1 - List of Authors 

A list of public agencies, organizations, and individuals that provided comments on the Draft Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is presented below. Each comment has been assigned a 
code. Individual comments within each communication have been numbered so comments can be 
crossed-referenced with responses. Following this list, the text of the communication is reprinted 
and followed by the corresponding response. 

Author Author Code 

State Agencies 

California Department of Transportation .................................................................................... Caltrans 

Local Agencies 

Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District .............................................. RCFlood 
Eastern Municipal Water District ................................................................................................... EMWD 

2.2 - Responses to Comments 

2.2.1 - Introduction 
Although a Lead Agency is not required to provide written responses to comments on proposed 
Negative Declarations or Mitigated Negative Declarations under the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), the City of Perris has evaluated the comments received on the Acacia Pointe Residential 
Project (State Clearinghouse No. 2025020473) (proposed project) Draft Initial Study/MND and has 
elected to provide responses to the following substantive environmental comments. None of the 
comments received results in the need to recirculate the Draft Initial Study/MND or to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  

2.2.2 - Comment Letters and Responses 
The comment letters reproduced in the following pages follow the same organization as used in the 
List of Authors. 
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State Agencies 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
Response to Caltrans–1 
This comment is noted. The text of the Draft Initial Study/MND has been revised to state that there 
are bus stops within 0.5 mile from the project site on Redlands Avenue and Mildred Street. This 
change has been reflected in Section 3, Errata of the Final Initial Study/MND. This change does not 
constitute new information or change to the significance findings in the Draft Initial Study/MND. No 
further response is required. 
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          JASON E. UHLEY 1995 MARKET STREET
General Manager-Chief Engineer RIVERSIDE, CA  92501

951.955.1200
951.788.9965 FAX

www.rcflood.org

RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL
AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

261238
March 19, 2025 

City of Perris
Planning Department 
135 North D Street
Perris, CA  92570 

Attention:  Nathan Perez Re: TTM 38775 (23-05244), DPR 23-00019, 
GPA 23-05247, CZ 23-05245, PDO Zone 
23-05246, APN 311-161-001 through
311-161-022

The Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (District) does not normally recommend 
conditions for land divisions or other land use cases in incorporated cities.  The District also does not plan check 
City land use cases or provide State Division of Real Estate letters or other flood hazard reports for such cases. 
District comments/recommendations for such cases are normally limited to items of specific interest to the 
District including District Master Drainage Plan facilities, other regional flood control and drainage facilities 
which could be considered a logical component or extension of a master plan system, and District Area Drainage 
Plan fees (development mitigation fees).  In addition, information of a general nature is provided. 

The District's review is based on the above-referenced project transmittal, received February 20, 2025. The 
District has not reviewed the proposed project in detail, and the following comments do not in any way constitute 
or imply District approval or endorsement of the proposed project with respect to flood hazard, public health 
and safety, or any other such issue: 

This project would not be impacted by District Master Drainage Plan facilities, nor are other facilities
of regional interest proposed.

This project involves District proposed Master Drainage Plan facilities, namely, Perris Valley MDP
Lateral M-1 and Perris Valley MDP Line L.  The District will accept ownership of such facilities on
written request by the City.  The Project Applicant shall enter into a cooperative agreement establishing
the terms and conditions of inspection, operation, and maintenance with the District and any other
maintenance partners.  Facilities must be constructed to District standards, and District plan check and
inspection will be required for District acceptance.  Plan check, inspection, and administrative fees will
be required.  All regulatory permits (and all documents pertaining thereto, e.g., Habitat Mitigation and
Monitoring Plans, Conservation Plans/Easements) that are to be secured by the Applicant for both
facility construction and maintenance shall be submitted to the District for review.  The regulatory
permits' terms and conditions shall be approved by the District prior to improvement plan approval, map
recordation, or finalization of the regulatory permits.  There shall be no unreasonable constraint upon
the District's ability to operate and maintain the flood control facility(ies) to protect public health and
safety.

This project proposes channels, storm drains larger than 36 inches in diameter, or other facilities that
could be considered regional in nature and/or a logical extension a District's facility, the District would
consider accepting ownership of such facilities on written request by the City.  The Project Applicant
shall enter into a cooperative agreement establishing the terms and conditions of inspection, operation,
and maintenance with the District and any other maintenance partners.  Facilities must be constructed
to District standards, and District plan check and inspection will be required for District acceptance.
Plan check, inspection, and administrative fees will be required.  The regulatory permits' terms and
conditions shall be approved by the District prior to improvement plan approval, map recordation, or

RCFlood
Page 1 of 2

1



City of Perris - 2 - March 19, 2025 
Re: TTM 38775 (23-05244), DPR 23-00019, 

GPA 23-05247, CZ 23-05245, PDO Zone 
23-05246, APN 311-161-001 through
311-161-022 261238

finalization of the regulatory permits.  There shall be no unreasonable constraint upon the District's 
ability to operate and maintain the flood control facility(ies) to protect public health and safety. 

This project is located within the limits of the District's Perris Valley San Jacinto River
Homeland/Romoland Line A Homeland/Romoland Line B Area Drainage Plan for which drainage

fees have been adopted.  If the project is proposing to create additional impervious surface area, 
applicable fees should be paid (in accordance with the Rules and Regulations for Administration of Area 
Drainage Plans) to the Flood Control District or City prior to issuance of grading or building permits. 
Fees to be paid should be at the rate in effect at the time of issuance of the actual permit.

An encroachment permit shall be obtained for any construction related activities occurring within 
District right of way or facilities, namely, Perris Valley Master Drainage Plan Line L.  If a proposed 
storm drain connection exceeds the hydraulic performance of the existing drainage facilities, mitigation 
will be required.  For further information, contact the District's Encroachment Permit Section at 
951.955.1266. 

The District's previous comments dated December 13, 2023 are still valid.  

GENERAL INFORMATION
The project proponent shall bear the responsibility for complying with all applicable mitigation measures defined 
in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) document, and/or Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program, and with all other federal, state, and local environmental rules and regulations that may apply, such as, 
but not limited to, the Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP), Sections 404 and 401 of the Clean 
Water Act, California Fish and Game Code Section 1602, and the Porter Cologne Water Quality Control Act. 
The District's action associated with the subject project triggers evaluation by the District with respect to the 
applicant's compliance with federal, state, and local environmental laws.  For this project, the Lead Agency is 
the agency in the address above, and the District is a Responsible Agency under CEQA.  The District, as a Co-
permittee under the MSHCP, needs to demonstrate that all District related activities, including the actions 
identified above, are consistent with the MSHCP.  This is typically achieved through determinations from the 
CEQA Lead Agency (if they are also a Co-permittee) for the project.  For the MSHCP, the District's focus will 
be particular to Sections 6.1.2, 6.1.3, 6.1.4, 6.3.2, 7.3.7, 7.5.3, and Appendix C of the MSHCP.  Please include 
consistency determination statements from the Lead Agency/Co-permittee for the project for each of these 
sections in the CEQA document.  The District may also require that an applicant provide supporting technical 
documentation for environmental clearance.

This project may require a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit from the State 
Water Resources Control Board.  Clearance for grading, recordation, or other final approval should not be given 
until the City has determined that the project has been granted a permit or is shown to be exempt. 

If this project involves a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) mapped floodplain, then the City 
should require the applicant to provide all studies, calculations, plans, and other information required to meet 
FEMA requirements, and should further require that the applicant obtain a Conditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) prior to grading, recordation, or other final approval of the project and a Letter of Map Revision 
(LOMR) prior to occupancy. 

Very truly yours, 

AMY MCNEILL
Engineering Project Manager

Attachment 
EM:bs

RCFlood
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Local Agencies 

Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (RCFlood) 
Response to RCFlood–1 
This comment is noted. This comment details Riverside County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District permits, regulations, and required agreements. No environmental issues are 
raised, and no response is required. 
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Organizations 

Eastern Municipal Water District (EWMD) 
Response to EWMD–1 
This comment is noted. No environmental issues are raised, and no response is required. However, 
this comment has been reviewed by the City of Perris and will be provided to the City decision-
makers for consideration of the merits of the proposed project. 

Response to EWMD–2 
This comment is noted. The text of the Draft Initial Study/MND has been revised to state that water 
connections are on Wilson Avenue, including an 8-inch fire water main, 4-inch, 6-inch, and 8-inch 
domestic water mains, and 6-inch and 8-inch sewer lines available for connection. This change has 
been reflected in Section 3, Errata, of the Final Initial Study/MND. This is a clarification of an 
inadvertent error that does not constitute new information or change the significance of the findings 
in the Draft Initial Study/MND. No further response is required. 

Response to EWMD–3 
This comment is noted. The EWMD incorrectly states that a Design Conditions document has been 
provided. However, the Design Conditions document was submitted and approved on February 28, 
2024 (Appendix B).  

Response to EWMD–4 
This comment includes closing remarks. No further response is required. 
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SECTION 3: ERRATA 

The following are revisions to the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the 
Acacia Pointe Residential Project. 

These revisions are minor modifications and clarifications to the document and do not change the 
significance of any of the environmental issue conclusions within the Draft Initial Study/MND. The 
revisions are listed by page number. All additions to the text are underlined (underlined) and all 
deletions from the text are stricken (stricken). 

3.1 - Changes in Response to Specific Comments 

Section 2.5 Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources 

Page 62  

The impact analysis for Impact 2.5(e) has been revised to reflect the impact conclusion made in the 
Table on Page 58. Assembly Bill (AB) 52 consultation information has been included in confidential 
Appendix C of the Final Initial Study/MND. 

TBD. Tribal consultation efforts conducted by (LEAD AGENCY) pursuant to Assembly Bill (AB) 
52 to identify additional significant Tribal Cultural Resources meeting the criteria set forth in 
subdivision I of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. have yet to be determined. 

Less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated. The City sent Senate Bill (SB) 18 
and AB 52 notices to the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, the Pechanga Band of Indians, 
the Rincon Band of Mission Indians, and the Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians on May 15 and 
16, 2024.  

On June 6, 2024, the City received a request to consult from the Pechanga Band of Indians. 
The City requested dates and times to consult and provided the Phase I Cultural Resources 
Assessment. On June 26, 2024, the City met with the Tribe and provided an overview of the 
proposed project. The Tribe requested a site plan, tentative grading plan, Draft Initial 
Study/MND, and Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment. The Tribe provided information 
about the sensitivity of the project area. Staff sent requested items to the Tribe. No further 
consultation was requested. 

On June 10, 2024, the City received a consultation letter from the Rincon Band of Mission 
Indians requesting to review the Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment. The City provided 
the Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment and no further response was received. On June 
27, 2024, the Rincon Band of Mission Indians requested to review mitigation measures to be 
incorporated into the Draft Initial Study/MND. The City provided these. No further 
correspondence has been received. 

On June 26, 2024, the City received a letter from the Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
requesting grading plans, a Geotechnical report, records search, and Tribal participation 
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mitigation measures to be incorporated into the proposed project. On June 27, 2024, the 
City sent the requested items to the Tribe. On July 11, 2024, the City received an email from 
the Morongo Band of Indians with suggested cultural resources mitigation measures (after 
they completed their review of cultural resources documents that were forwarded by staff 
on June 27). The Tribe provided cultural mitigation measures. On August 6, 2024, the City 
received another letter from the Tribe which also included mitigation measures. On August 
20, 2024, the City met with the Tribe via Zoom and notified the Tribe that the City would use 
their standard mitigation measures in the Draft Initial Study/MND rather than the mitigation 
measures provided by the Tribe. No further correspondence has been received. 

Mitigation Measures (MM) CUL-1 through MM CUL-3 have been written to incorporate the 
mitigation measures provided by the Tribe. As such, potential impacts would be less than 
significant with mitigation incorporated. 

Section 2.17 Transportation 

Page 124 
The paragraph has been revised to include the bus stops on Redlands Avenue and Mildred Street. 

The City is served by the Riverside Transit Authority (RTA), the transit operator for the 
Riverside County area, which operates bus routes throughout the County. There are no RTA 
bus routes with stops within 0.5 mile of the project site. Existing bus stops are located on 
Redlands Avenue and Mildred Street within 0.5 mile of the project site. 

Section 2.18 Utilities and Service Systems 

Page 128 
The paragraphs have been revised to state that water connections are on Wilson Avenue. 

Water  

As described above, the EMWD would provide potable water to the proposed project via the 
Metropolitan Water District and groundwater basins. The proposed project would connect 
to the existing water main within Nuevo Road via a 10-inch fire water service line, a 3-inch 
domestic water service line, and a 2-inch irrigation service line, the construction of which 
have been considered in this document. facilities within Wilson Avenue, including an 8-inch 
fire water main and 4-inch, 6-inch, and 8-inch domestic water mains. The construction of 
these connections has been considered in this document. As such, the proposed project 
would not result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water facilities which 
could cause significant environmental effects.  

Wastewater  

As described above, wastewater services are provided to the City and its Sphere of Influence 
via sanitary sewer lines owned by the City and sewers owned by the EMWD, both of which 
connect to EMWD-owned trunk lines that convey wastewater to the Perris Valley Regional 
Water Reclamation Facility. The EMWD would provide wastewater services to the proposed 
project. The proposed project would connect to existing 6-inch and 8-inch sanitary sewers 
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lines located beneath Nuevo Road and Wilson Avenue, and the construction of the 
connections has been considered in this document. As such, the proposed project would not 
result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded wastewater facilities which could 
cause significant environmental effects. 

Appendix H Transportation Supporting Information 

Page 11 
The paragraph has been revised to include the bus stops on Redlands Avenue and Mildred Street. 

The City of Perris is served by the Riverside Transit Authority (RTA), the transit operator for 
the Riverside County area, which operates bus routes throughout the County. There are no 
RTA bus routes with stops within 0.5 mile of the project site. Existing bus stops are located 
on Redlands Avenue and Mildred Street within 0.5 mile of the project site. 
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